
Police rush students at Camino del Sur and
Sabado Tarde late Saturday during Deltopia.
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Clash in Isla Vista : Deltopia crowd pelts police with bottles and cans, police
respond with tear gas and bean bags

By ELIZABETH HAMILTON, NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

April 6, 2014 12:40 AM

Police clashed with a crowd of Deltopia party-goers late Saturday,
firing bean bags and tear gas in response to being pelted with bottles
and cans.

What may have been several hundred students and about 50 police
officers from various agencies were involved in the violence at
around 10 p.m. at the intersection of Camino del Sur and Sabado
Tarde, one witness said.

While glass littered the streets, bean bags were fired at the rioters
and tear gas was fired into the streets in an apparent effort to keep
others from joining the crowd.

Officers once moved toward the rioters, arresting a group of people
who remained in the intersection, a witness said.

No further information was available late Saturday.

The violence came late in a day that drew a crowd of more than
15,000 college students to Isla Vista for Deltopia, the annual
unsanctioned college party along Del Playa Drive.

College students from across California milled about the street, many
of them intoxicated, wearing swimsuits and carrying boxes of beer.
Residents of Isla Vista played beer pong in their front yards and
danced on their balconies overlooking the sea.

In the midsts of the revelers, more than 100 law enforcement
personnel from the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Department, the
sheriff's Isla Vista Foot Patrol, Santa Barbara Police Department,
Lompoc Police Department, and Santa Maria Police Department
patrolled the streets to keep everyone safe.

Law enforcement agencies heightened security for Deltopia after last
year's tragic weekend, when 18-year-old Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
student Giselle Ayala died from a fall off the Isla Vista cliffs.

Not including late-night incidents, law enforcement had arrested 56
people at Deltopia, up from last year's 23 arrests, said sheriff's
spokeswoman Kelly Hoover. They issued 49 criminal citations, less
than last year's 71 citations.

The UCSB Police Department issued an alert about an assault with a
deadly weapon, involving a bottle and feet, shortly after 8?p.m. at
Sabado Tarde and El Embarcadero roads. The assailants were
described as two white, college-age males. No other details were
available.

Thirty individuals were transported to the hospital for alcohol-related
emergencies, Ms. Hoover said. Several subjects had alcohol
poisoning.

The law enforcement presence drew mixed reactions from party-
goers.

"The police are keeping people from doing things that are
outrageous," said 26-year-old Tom Zielinski, who stopped
skateboarding through the crowd to talk to the News-Press. "But it
(Deltopia) sucks. It's a lot of police and people with bad attitudes. I
don't know what to say about these people. It seems like a lot of
people walking around with no set destination."
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Police issue a citation in the 6600 block of
Del Playa Drive on Saturday.

A police officer issues an open-container
citation on Del Playa Drive.

Students crowd around a surveillance
camera tower at Del Playa Drive and Camino

del Sur.

"The cops just focus on the BS rather than what really matters," said
Jack Mullen, a Cal Poly San Luis Obispo student whose friend was
sitting on the curb a few feet away talking to a police officer.

"They shouldn't stop kids who look sober but just have an open
water bottle," he said. "There's so much more going on. ... Last night
I saw a fight where a knee went to the mouth and teeth flew out and
there were no cops around anywhere."

"I love it," said Alex Leo, who said he's been coming to Deltopia from
San Luis Obispo for years. "I came to Floatopia, too. That was way
better. We should bring it back. The ocean should be open."

Floatopia was the famous spring break party in the ocean and on the
Isla Vista beaches that was replaced by Deltopia when Santa Barbara
County closed the beaches over the weekend in 2010 to control the
partying.

Overzealous party-goers started Deltopia on Friday night. Between
10,000 and 12,000 people were on the street Friday and 36 were
arrested, Ms. Hoover said.

A man who climbed to the top of a stop sign and drew a crowd was
arrested for attempting to incite a riot, she said.

At 3:15?a.m. Saturday, law enforcement received a report of a
person in the ocean near the 6700 block of Del Playa Drive, said Ms.
Hoover.

The Santa Barbara County Water Rescue Team and a county
helicopter searched the scene but no one was located.

The Isla Vista Beaches were closed Saturday and will remain closed
today.

email: ehamilton@newspress.com
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